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BOOK REVIEWS. 

AH book reviews are by the Editor-in-Chief unless otherwise ex- 
pressly stated. 

A Treatise on the Virginia Prohibition Act — By T. B. Benson, Mem- 
ber of the Michie Editorial Staff, Associate Editor of the Vir- 
ginia Law Register, and Author of Questions and Answers to Bar 
Examinations, etc. Price $2.50 in buckram; paper $2.25. Pub- 
lished by L. F. Smith and W. F. Souder, jr., Charlottesville, 
Virginia. Box 325. 
No work can be of more importance and interest to Virginia law- 
yers than this work of Mr. Benson's. The writer does not attempt 
to argue either for or against the law, nor does he attack or ques- 
tion its constitutionality, as a whole; but he does not, however, fail 
to comment and express his opinion upon the doubtful questions 
which arise in the construction of this difficult act and gives reasons 
which speak for themselves. He takes up the whole law, analyzes 
the act, arranges the various provisions relating to each subject un- 
der separate sections, and has done a work which is of great credit 
to himself and of almost incalculable value to lawyers at this time. 
The work is most carefully done and questions so far as cases have 
been adjudicated are answered fully and completely. There is no 
work to take its place and the editor-in-chief, who happens to be an 
Attorney for the Commonwealth, had occasion within a very few 
moments after its receipt to examine it for questions arising under 
the law and was able to give an answer a few moments after consul- 
tation. There can hardly be any higher testimony to the value of 
the book. 



The Torrens System — A Manual of the Uniform Land Registration 
Act in Virginia, to Which Is Appended the Annotated Act, Pro- 
posed Rules of Court, and a Complete System of Forms. Eu- 
gene C. Massie, Richmond, Virginia. Richmond: Everett Waddy 
Co. 1916. Price $2.00. 
If ever any man was entitled to be called the father of an act the 
learned author of this valuable little volume, Col. Eugene C. Massie, 
is entitled to be named the Father of the Virginia Act, and if the 
act proves of any value in the State of Virginia the entire credit is 
due to Col. Massie, who has given ungrudgingly and unceasingly 
time and labor and thought to this law. The present volume is simply 
another evidence of Col. Massie's ability and interest in this subject, 
and to any person who contemplates taking advantage of the Tor- 
rens System, this little book is invaluable. As far as the reviewer is 
personally concerned he does not believe in the value of the Torrens 
System for an old State like Virginia, but he pleads guilty to being 
a Mossback and must confess that the perusal of this little volume 
has convinced him that there is a possibility that his views on the 
subject may be wrong. This is a tribute, we are sure, to the value of 
the volume. 



Handbook of the Law of Wills — By George E. Gardner, Professor 
of Law in the Boston University School of Law. Second Edi- 
tion, by Walter T. Dunmore, Professor of Law in the Western 
Reserve University Law School. St. Paul. West Publishng 
Company. 1916. Price $3.75. 
The second edition of this valuable "Horn book" is a decided im- 



